
Free Computers and Wi-Fi Hotspots Distributed as a Part 

of Otter Tail County Digital Inclusion Projects 

~Blandin, CareerForce, Otter Tail County, PCs for People and Viking Library 

System provide Tech Packs to OTC residents economically impacted by 

COVID.~ 
Fergus Falls – December, 22, 2020--Otter Tail County residents who need computers 

and internet access to search or apply for jobs, connect with telehealth resources, 

help students with distance learning, etc. received free laptops and wireless hotspot 

devices with six months of wireless service yesterday, December 21, at the Viking 

Library System headquarters offices in Fergus Falls thanks to Blandin, CareerForce, 

Otter Tail County, PCs for People and the Viking Library System. A total of 100 laptops 

and wireless hotspot devices will be distributed as a part of the Tech Pack Project.  

 

The distribution is a part of broader efforts by Otter Tail County to advance local 

broadband initiatives as a Blandin Broadband Community and to invest Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act funds to assist county residents who 

have experienced economic impacts due to COVID-19. The Tech Pack Project is part of 

broader efforts to bridge the digital divide in Otter Tail County.  

 

Otter Tail County Commissioner Wayne Johnson noted, ”The COVID-19 pandemic has 

accentuated the digital divide that already existed in Otter Tail County. High quality 

internet is increasingly important for attending school, gaining employment and even 

seeking medical care. While this program does not solve the digital inequities, it is a 

meaningful step to promote digital inclusion and increase broadband at a time when 

it is critically needed.” 

 

Julie Sachs, Field Operations Area Manager with Minnesota DEED said, “The COVID-19 

pandemic has had an unprecedented impact on employment in Minnesota.  In today’s 

economy it is so much easier to look for work, apply for Unemployment Insurance benefits and 

to complete an education when you have access to a computer and the internet. That is why 

we are so pleased to partner with this effort to bring computers and digital access to the 

residents of Otter Tail County. CareerForce has expanded our use of technology in career 

matchmaking during the pandemic.  To access online workshops, tools and resources go 

to CareerForceMN.com. We also host the state’s largest database of employers and job seekers 

looking for the perfect match at www.MinnesotaWorks.net. 

 

Recognizing that not all needs can be met virtually, we also offer in person services. Due to the 

pandemic, experienced employment counselors are eager to take your call, rather than having 

http://www.careerforcemn.com/
http://www.minnesotaworks.net/


our office open to the public. Please call CareerForce at 218-739-7675 or 800-710-6923 for 

individual services. All services are free and geared toward helping you meet your job 

goals.  Some of our services are: interest and skills assessment, career planning and counseling, 

resume and interview assistance, tuition assistance, education and training and referrals to 

resources. Rural MN CEP Inc. is a proud partner in CareerForce and we look forward to talking 

with you and helping make your employment dreams a reality!  www.rmcep.com 

 

“PCs for People is thrilled to partner with Viking Library System to support families receiving 

technology. Access and connectivity have become even more important as we navigate the 

pandemic and are all still encouraged to stay home.” Said Mary Lucic, Community Outreach & 

Fundraising Manager for PCs for People. The new laptops come with a year of free technical 

support from PCs for People. 

 

“Viking Library System’s mission is to connect people with the information they need. Not being 

connected to the internet during the pandemic due to lack of access, economic difficulties or 

the lack of a working computer makes looking for work, accessing healthcare services, or 

distance learning very difficult,” said Erin Smith, Viking Library System Director. 

 

CareerForce and Viking Library System staff helped run the Tech Pack distribution event, which 

was held in the parking lot outside the Viking Library System headquarters offices in Fergus 

Falls.  

 

Viking Library System member libraries in Otter Tail County are also assisting in the distribution 

of Tech Packs for individuals who were unable to make distribution day. The libraries are also 

open for limited in person services, including computer and wireless access, and/or curbside 

services. Please check the following member library websites or call for up-to-date service 

information: 

 Fergus Falls Public Library, ffpubliclibrary.org, 218-739-9387 

 New York Mills Public Library, nympubliclibrary.org 218-385-2436 

 Pelican Rapids Public Library, prcatalog.org218-863-7055 

 Perham Area Public Library, perhamlibrary.org, 218-346-4892 

 

Viking Library System and member libraries also provide a wide variety of e-resources and 

access to databases, including JobNow, where job seekers can connect with a virtual job coach, 

available to access online at: www.vikinglibrarysystem.org 

http://www.rmcep.com/

